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Life & Times of Ford Township Township

Township Annual Meeting
Tuesday, March 13, 2007
6:00 p.m. at Ford Town Hall
Election: 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Ford Town Hall

Fehruary 2007

Ballot

Positions open: 1 Supervizor & Treasurer

Town Question: Move Election from March to November?

Annual Meeting Program:
Sheriff Steve Schulz — “Neighborhood Watch - A good thing?”

Following the business

the position of Chief Neighborhood Watch is

meeting, Sheriff Steve
dchulz will be speaking
and providing a Poswer-
Foint presentation about

Deputy in 1998, elected
County Sheriff for the
first time in 2003 and i=
just beginning his second

one of the aldest and
most effective crime
prevention programs in
the country, bringing

the Meighborhood
“Watch program and how dent of Kanabec County

term in office. A resi- citizens together with

law enforcerment to de-
it might benefit our area,

This iz an issue that af-

for over 40 years, Steve
is a strong advocate for
the Meighhorhood
“Watch program which

ter crirne and make
cormnrunities safer,

fects residents and non-

residents alike with

Issue 2

break-ing becoming more he believes gives many
. o and more prevalent, more “eves and ears” to

Sheriff Schuls has over

25 years of experience in

he and his deputies can

ever hope to provide.
Mowve Township 2

Election?

lawr enforcement, He
wras hired in 1980 as a
Deputy Sheriff for Kana-

Pure D 2
ure Democracy bec County, appointed to

2007 & 2008 Eoad 2 Did you Know????

W hile the Annual
Meeting keeps eligible

Flanning Commis- 3

ke posted andfor pub-
lished at the Annual
Meeting. It alsore-
quires that records of

sion
woters involved, the
MNozious “Weeds 4 Open Meeting Lavw

agsures that all towmn- those meetings must

Kanahec County 4
First Responders

TH 65 Carridor 5

Coalition

ship mestings are open
to the public, The citi-
zens decide how and
where the notices will

ke kept and available
for the community to
e,

file:///C|/Documents and Settings/Dave Zambory/Local S...iles’Content.M SO/PubWebPagePreview/pub1156.0/index.htm (1 of 2)6/25/2007 10:34:12 PM



Page Title

Life & Time s of Ford Towwnship

Page 2

A Pure Democracy

At a time in our country when
many believe they are powerless
in the decizion-making process,
there is yet one example ofa pure
democracy, The Township An-
nual Meeting is unique because
the power is controlled by the
people who live within the town-
ship, It iz a “people’s meeting™
hecause it gives every voter the
opportunity to be heard, Town-

ships are small close-knit commu-

nities where democracy is alive

residents elect the officials to ad-
minizter the business of the towm-
ship. The citizens introduce and
dizcuss problems/concerns as well
as make motions for possible solu-
tions, They decide on what contri-
butions will ke made tocivic ar-
ganizations, And, perhaps moet
importantly, they authorize the
tax levy for the following year
which limits and regulates the way
money is spent within the town-
ship, Township government gives

fect their lives,

The towmship supervisors live
just down the road from you but
to successfully do their joks they
need to hear from you, Mark
your calendar now for Tuesdary,
March 13, 2007 for the election
(held from 5 to 8 pom. ) and the
Township Annual Meeting at
8:05 p.m. Don'’t miss this oppor-
tunity to join your neighbors
and participate in the democ-

and wwell,

Issue 2

The Annual Meeting is where the

Should the Touwn Election Move To November?

The Federal HAY A act mandates
that beginning in 2008 every elec-
tion must have the new Automark
voting equipment available for use.
This includes township elections,
dince the decision of whether or not
to move the township election from
arch ta November is one that must
be made by the electors, the Ford
Town Board decided to put the
question to a vote at the upcoming

meeting on March 13, 2007,

[t iz believed by some that moving
the election to Novembker will ensure
the best possible woter turnout, Cn

every citizen the opportunity for
their voice to ke heard and to be
involved in the decisions that af-

the other hand, while the move would
certainly decrease costs [election
judges, equipment programming, ete.
for a separate election) it could alzo
result in less attention being paid to
towmnship issues and lower attendance
at the annual meeting,

Another issue to be considered is that
if the town election is moved to Na-
vember, there will be a transition
schedule prepared to switch all town
officers to four year terms. Currently
Supervisors are elected for three vear
terms and Clerk and Treasurer are
each elected to two year terms, This

2007 & 2008 Ford Tovwnship Road Work

Thiz summer culvert work, cleaning of ditches, right of way and overhanging

branches plus the laying of Class 5 gravel will begin between Sections 27 and 34,
Mext year the Township will begin clearing all right of ways in an effort to pro-
mote safety and open up the roads for better air movement, All trees and brush
within the right of way will be cleared. Land owners own trees that are six inches
in diameter measured at a point two feet above the ground, Land owmners can re-
move these trees or with written permission the township will remove them and
leave them on the land owner’s property, Send permission letters to Doug Bassett,

2138 330tk Avenue, Mora ar contact him with any questions at 320 670 5780,

You Decude. ..

ratic process.

means that two Supervisors will be
on the ballot every other election

cycle,

The move to a November election is
strictly a local decision. Ifthe
move is approved, it will take effect
with the 2008 election. If not, the
town election will remain in March
and terms for the afficers will re-
main as is. This is an important
issue that needs your thought ful
consideration and your vote on

Mlarch 13,
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